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Dear Readers,   
 

You may have noticed IÕve run out of lesser known local artists. 
Anyone whoÕd like to stick their head above the parapet IÕd lov e to 
feature your art in The Villager.  
 

If no takers IÕll move on to local poets , so again, anyone whoÕd 
like to share their words please contact me as below.  
 

Anyone who would like to send me pictures for the front cover Ð 
that would make my husband very happy -  & look, heÕs getting all 
arty. So if you want to avoid cock - eyed front covers send me your 
April pics please. Please!  
 
 

Paula  

Closing copy date for the April edition is Wednesday 15th March 2017 
but earlier is even better! 
 
 
 
 

All items for consideration to:- 
Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager  E-mail: thevillager@minsterworth.org 
Tel: 01452 751226.  
 
 

Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the content of 
advertisements. 

 
Mobile library  Friday 10th March   9.30-11.00 
                    outside school 

KERBSIDE RECYCLING  March  
 

BLUE bin & caddy    GREEN & BROWN  bin & caddy  
(recycling)     (landfill)    (garden)  
 

Tuesday 7 March    Wednesday 14 March 
Tuesday 21 March   Tuesday 28 March   
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A man and his wife were having an argument about who should brew the coffee 
each morning. 
 

The wife said he should do it because he got up first and they wouldn't have to wait 
so long for their coffee. 
 

He replied that she was in charge of cooking and she should do it and he would wait 
for his coffee. His wife replied that he should do it and anyway it says in the Bible 
that the man should make the coffee. 
 

Her husband said he didn't believe it and demanded to see where it said so.  His wife 
fetched the Bible and opened it at the New Testament. She showed him the top of 
several pages and it did indeed say "HEBREWS". 
 
My anonymous contributor 
 

Fish & Chip supper 
& a pudding 

£10 
Friday 17th March 7pm 

Minsterworth Village Hall 
for St. PeterÕs Parish Church 

Plus mystery film 
(See the film for free if you donÕt want the fish supper) 

Contact Rita Garbutt on 750128  

or Anthony Lynch on 750339 
no later than Wednesday 15th  March  
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Continued on p6 

 
St Peters Church Minsterworth Pottery painting evening 
AT  Minsterworth Village Hall   ON Friday 7th April at 7pm  

If you would like to come along to paint a piece of pottery of your choice (which will then be 
taken away, fired & returned to you) then please complete the form below with your payment  
By FRIDAY 17th MARCH to Cathy  Thomas (numbers are limited) 
cathythomas2008@live.com 
Pottery item Cost + £5 to cover hall & 

refreshments 
1st choice 2nd choice  

(please tick) 
Eg: milk jug £13.00 £13 +£5 = £18 pd tick  
Salad Plate £10.00    
Dinner Plate £12.00    
Charger Plate £14.00    
Heart Plate £13.00    
Salad Plate £10.00    
Dinner Plate £12.00    
Charger Plate £14.00    
Cereal Bowl £11.00    

Pasta Bowl £16.00    
Regular Mug £10.00    
Heart Mug £10.50    
Cup and Saucer £12.50    
I Love Mum Mug £11.00    
I Love Dad Mug £11.00    
Owl Mug £11.00    
Dog Mug £11.00    
Cat Mug £11.00    
Penguin Mug £11.00    
Monkey Mug £11.00    
Frog mug £11.00    
Egg Cups 2 for £10.00    
Teapot £16.00    
Sugar Bowl £11.00    
Salt and Pepper set 
£11.00 

   

Cake Stand £18.00    
Milk Jug £13.00    
Sayings Pot £13.50    
Frog £12.00    
Picture Frame £15.00    
Gift Box £13.00    
Heart Box £13.00    
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Continued from p5 
 
Pottery item Cost + £5 to cover hall & 

refreshments 
1st choice 2nd choice  

(please tick) 
Eg: milk jug £13.00 £13 +£5 = £18 pd tick  
Dream Plaque £13.00    
Love Plaque £13.00    
Flower Pot and Saucer 
£13.00 

   

Gnome £14.00    
Dog £11.00    
Cat £11.00    
Dolphin £11.00    
Princess £11.00    
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St Peter’s 
P.C.C. 

  
  
  

 
The Whist Drive 
The howling winds of storm Henry last year were thankfully not present for the February whist 
drive this year! It was quite a cold evening outside but there was a warm and friendly feeling 
inside. £37 was the amount raised for church funds. 
 

The next whist drive will be on March 6th at Minsterworth Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
 

200 Club 
The result of the January draw was as follows:- 
£50       No.   064          Niki Amos 
£20       No.   173  Romayne Curzon 
£10       No.   103  Mike Preston 
 

There is still a vacancy in the 200 club – should you wish to join or would like an extra number 
then please contact Liz Savage on 750401.   
 

Flower Rota 
There are no flowers required for the month of March so as to mark the season of Lent.     
 

Church Service times & Flower rota 
Date   Time     Service   Flowers 
5   11am     Family Service   none 
5   5pm     Evensong   none 
12    11am     Holy Communion  none  
19   5pm     Evening Prayer  none 
26    9.30am     Holy Communion  none 
 

On Ash Wednesday, which falls on the 1st March, there is a service at Minsterworth church 
starting at 7pm. 
 

There is also a short service of Compline during Lent – every Friday starting 6.30pm at 
Northwood Green Church.  
 
 
Continued on p8 
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Continued from p7 

 
 
Lent Lunches 
The dates for the Lent lunches this year are 7th March and the following 4 Tuesdays. All will 
be held at Tudor Cottage, based on the film "Casablanca". 
 

Date for the Diary 
29th April is the date this year of Liz & Gerald’s Pop-in Coffee Day, 10am – 12 noon: and 3pm 
– 4.30pm. This year will be the 25th year that it has been held.  Please support this event to 
help it to continue to be a success. This is the chance to meet up with friends and an 
opportunity to get to know other people within our community.  If you are new to the area then 
please do come along and get to know us all.  We are at Rosedale House, Main Road, 
Minsterworth. 
 

 

March sayings 
- In like a lion, out like a lamb 
- A bushel of March dust is worth a King's ransom. 
- So many mists in March, so many frosts in May. 
- March grass never did good. 
- March winds and May fun, makes clothes white and maid's dun. 
- March many weathers. 
- The Mad March Hare 
- On the first of March, crows begin to search 
- The clanging arch of steel-grey March 
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MINSTERWORTH  
READING GROUP 

 

The book reviewed at our February meeting was ‘The Marrying of Chani Kaufman’ by 
Eve Harris, her first book and on the Booker long list. 
 

The subject, the semi-arranged marriage of two young Haredi Jews in a wealthy North 
London suburb. A crowd-pleaser about Orthodox Judaism, whatever next! Plenty of 
humour alongside the pathos of the lot of many of the mothers (Chani has 7 sisters). 
 

Chani and Baruch share spirit and stubbornness, which makes for some entertaining 
showdowns with Mrs. Levy. Baruch is destined to be a Rabbi but wants to go to 
University. Chani’s anxiety, sexual curiosity, teenage boredom and deep pride in their 
tradition lead to interesting outcomes. Well worth a read, we thought and rather 
different. 
 

Our next book is ‘Victoria’ by Daisy Goodwin, which we will review on 1st March. 
 

        Paula Ruffley 
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Dear March - Come in 
Emily Dickinson 1830 - 1886 

 

Dear March - Come in - 

How glad I am - 

I hoped for you before - 

Put down your Hat - 

You must have walked - 

How out of Breath you are - 

Dear March, how are you, and the Rest - 

Did you leave Nature well - 

Oh March, Come right upstairs with me - 

I have so much to tell – 

 
www.poets.org 
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Gloucestershire Constabulary putting the public 
at the heart of everything it does 

!
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They have changed as well how they work so no matter where they are based their 
personnel will work in the same way and at the same times in all parts of the county.  These 
changes will make them more flexible and resilient, giving a better service when your 
community needs it most. 
 

They will keep open police stations in all six police areas from where they will deploy 
officers and PCSOs. You will be able to use these buildings to report a crime to them face-
to-face.  They know however, that many people have busy lives and want to be able to 
contact them by phone and on the internet. To help make things easier they have changed 
their website, completely redesigning it. You can now report a crime online; use the site to 
get practical advice on a range of issues and also use it to find out more about the police 
service in your part of Gloucestershire. 
 

Officers and PCSOs will be equipped with new mobile phones so you can contact them 
directly when they are on the beat. The phones are so advanced they will allow their staff to 
complete most of their ‘paperwork’ online without having to return to a police station. This 
means you will see more officers and PCSOs using their mobile phones in public places. 
Please feel free to approach them. You will know who they are because, another change 
they have made (in common with many police forces in England) is to have an officer’s or 
PCSO’s name displayed on their uniform. And, to enhance their professional appearance 
even more, they have re-introduced the traditional white shirt and black tie for police 
officers that are not deployed on operational duties 
 

In addition to these changes you can, of course, still contact them at any time of the day or 
night by choosing one of your preferred methods: 
 
Continued on p14 
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Continued from p13 
 
 
• Reporting a non-emergency crime or incident 

https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident 
• Calling them on the 101 non-emergency telephone number or by dialling 999 if an 

immediate police presence is needed 
• Emailing the 101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk email address 
 

This is something they say you can depend on in every part of Gloucestershire and it is a 
professional service they are proud to deliver. 
 

 
Fraser Gunn 
On behalf of West Gloucestershire Neighbourhood Watch Association 
 

Beware the Ides of March 
 

From Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, 1601. 
 
 

'Beware the Ides of March' is the soothsayer's message to Julius 
Caesar, warning of his death.  
 

The Ides of March didn't signify anything special in itself - this was 
just the usual way of saying "March 15th". The notion of the Ides 
being a dangerous date was purely an invention of Shakespeare's; 
each month has an Ides (often the 15th) and this date wasn't 
significant in being associated with death prior to 1601. 
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Westbury	
Post	Office	
and	Stores 
  

Access your bank account 

with us. Free cash 

withdrawals, and cash 

cheque deposits for all the 

major banks. 

–------------------------------------ 

 Come and investigate our grocery 

and household section – we may be 

small but we are cheaper than  

you may think, with new lines 

frequently added. 
 

–------------------------------------ 
 

 

Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm 

 01452 760682 

Quotations  
 

We cherish our friends not for 
their ability to amuse us, but 
for ours to amuse them.  
-  Evelyn Waugh  
 

True friendship is like sound 
health, the value of it is 
seldom known until it is lost.  
-  Charles Caleb Colton  
 

Friendships, like marriages, a re 
dependent on avoiding the 
unforgivable.  
-  John D. MacDonald  
 

If we were all given by magic 
the power to read each otherÕs 
thoughts, I suppose the first 
effect would be to dissolve all 
friendships.  
-  Bertrand Russell  
 
 
5000 Gems of Wit & Wisdom courtesy of  
Pat & Mike Jenkins  
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A date for your diary 

 
Clicsargent jumble sale 

 
May 13th. 

 
Mary Cooper 
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But if you look more closely at the distant north bank, you can see how there is a stretch of 
open bank with a row of possible light poles marking the road running beside the riverbank . 
Clearly this open stretch of bank offered a good vantage point for seeing the bore 
approaching the big bend of the river and the Denny Rock.  
 
 
Continued on p17 

HISTORICAL SNIPPETS AROUND MINSTERWORTH 

In his book on the Severn Bore published back in 1964, Fred Rowbotham (one-time District 
Engineer of the former Severn River Board) lists all the good places from which to view the 
bore. He includes Minsterworth Ferry and the Severn Bore Inn and, between these two, he 
also lists The Denny. Odd, I thought; then I remembered that in the book ‘Minsterworth in 
Old Photographs’ (page18) * there are two photographs of scenes at The Denny: the first 
showing a long string of 1920s style cars parked along the roadside there and the other from 
around 1930 showing a view of an open river bank and main road with a stop-me-and-by-one 
ice cream seller.  
Just recently, I came by two more old photographs which cast a bit more light on this topic. 
The first one (from a picture postcard dated 1938) depicts this tranquil scene of a boatman in 
mid stream at The ‘Dinney’. 
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Continued from p16 
 
And, indeed, the other picture shows just this scenario, with people obviously enjoying 
watching the bore at this point of the river bank. 

 

The situation at The Denny is of course very different today. The later widening of the 
main road meant it encroached much closer on to the open bank there, removing the 
possibility of visitors using the spot. Not only that, the subsequent increase in traffic along 
the A48 would never allow for the parking of cars as happened back in the quieter 1920s. 
 
TMS 
* Copies of the book are still available for sale - see page 22 
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  Notes from PC Meeting 13th  February 2016 
 

All present, save apologies from Cllr. Chris Elias. Chaired by Cllr. Roger Blowey. 
1. Report from County Cllr. Phil Awford. Update on school. The staff is now back up 

to full strength. The Ofsted report was quite damning but fair. A high point was the 
excellent behaviour of the children. Parish Cllrs flagged up that the sign at the top 
of Church Lane is broken & needs replacing. Bus shelter seat now renewed. LOTS 
of potholes. 

2. BoroÕ Cllr. Davies reported that the JCS now has plenty of land available for 
building as land at Twigworth has now received an ÔalternativeÕ flooding decision. 
This was challenged by Cllr. King. Boro Cllr. Davies conceded that there are better 
places to build. Parish Cllrs wanted to know how the risk of flooding at 
Minsterworth due to run-off at Twigworth could be minimised. County Cllr Awford 
was asked to flag this up. There are plans to build 40 houses at Over. 

3. Tewkesbury is to refuse the development at Sandhurst. 
4. Public comment: the mud on the roads needs clearing.  
5. Planning 

16/01329/FUL The Forge. New boundary fence. Ask question re if a significant 
hedgerow will be removed. 17/00044/FUL & 17/00045/LBC Minsterworth Court 
Installation of a buried LPG tank with gas meter. No objections. Pershbrook. Not 
within sight of the road. No objections. Land adjacent to Rosedale. A slightly 
smaller area than before. Footpath along back of it. Support. Up to 10 dwellings. 
Opp. HectorÕs farm site. Comments Ð collisions for site seems inaccurate as missing 
some known collisions. Support application apart from that. Parcel of land field 
7710 increase from 5 to 10 traveller pitches in same area. 
Highgrove House development. Expect extra traffic, so consider situation in an 
emergency. 

6. The Accounts, payments and Financial Statements were approved. 
7. Will apply for funding for the new VASS. Need to know number of cars along the 

road.  
8. The Village Hall and Rooftops have exchanged documents. 
9. Minsterworth will team up with other parishes on Broadband. 
10. Despite the 2017 bores being smaller people will still come so need to order toilets. 
11. Footpath EMW17 Hygrove Lane has been obstructed for many years. 

Gloucestershire should prosecute. 
12. Several points deferred to next meeting in view of the time. 

 
 
 
The next meeting will be on 13th March. 
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KarlÕs Crank-up-6! 
 

27-05-17 @ GL2 8JH 
From 10:00am 

 
All Welcome! 07581134228 

 
It’s for FUN where I get my toys out and 

wind them up.  
Why not bring one along? 

 
Annual Parish Assembly 10th April 2017 

7.30pm Minsterworth Village Hall 
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Interior  and  Exterior Painting & Decorating  
Fitted Bathrooms & En-suites               Bedrooms & Kitchens 

Plumbing , Joinery & Carpentry             Tiling & Flooring  
Home Improvements  & Interior  Design                Electrical Installation 

Decking & Patios, etc, etc          No job too small       Fully Insured 

For Quality Work at a Reasonable Price, call  
 Chris Baston  Oakle Street, Churcham 

T: 01452 750536        M: 0780 3138917  
or e-mail      chris@allaspectspm.co.uk  

 

 

John Francis 
Plumbing Ltd  

 

Heating - Bathrooms Ð 
Renewables 

 
 

Telephone 07803 632553 
 

Longcroft, Churcham, 
Gloucestershire GL2 8AW 

 
City and Guilds - Worcester Bosch (SE) approved 

installer - Logic approved for renewables Ð 
OFTEC (SE) approved 
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Available from Terry Moore-Scott on 750160.  

£7.99 
Cheques payable to 

St Peter’s Church 
Minsterworth 

£5.95 
Cheques payable to Minsterworth Village Hall 
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Minsterworth Village Hall  
Registered charity 255668  

 

 
 

Available to hire  
 

Booking Clerk – Lynne Cottam – 01452 750477 
 

A beautiful, traditional Hall with a stage, 
well-equipped kitchen and recreation ground. 

Suitable for outdoor events and marquees. 
 

Main Road, Minsterworth, Gloucester GL2 8JH 
 

e-mail Ð village_hall@minsterworth.org  
Website Ð www.minsterworth. org  
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FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

            March 2017     
Date Event       Page 
1 Minsterworth Reading Group 9 
5 Family Service 4 
6 St Peter’s PCC Whist Drive  7 
7 A Beautiful Friendship begins – Lent Course 4 
7 Pottery Painting  4 
9 Minsterworth Parish Council  18 
11 Church & Churchyard clearing & cleaning 4 
17 Fish & Chips & mystery film  3 
 

April 2017 
1 Jumble Sale for Alzheimers Society  12 
10 Annual Parish Assembly  19                   

 

  
 
Recycling Collection dates 2 
Mobile Library dates  2 

 

 

June Tandy          Allan Selwyn  Tony & Anne Pearson 
Roger & Norma Blowey         Alison & David Raeburn Allan & Lynne Cottam 
Pat Haizell-Neves         Terry Bourne  Mr & Mrs WH Cotterell 
Mrs M Price          Rona & Ashley Martin Mary & John Howard 
Simon & Paula Ruffley         Rosamund Dauncey  Nicky Milligan 
Terry & Ruth Moore-Scott      Liz Duff   Brian Billingham 
Brenda King          Barbara Coldwell  Mr & Mrs F Greening 
Karen, Chris & Bryson Elias      Carol Blackburn  Mr PC Twigg 
GS Taylor          Terry & Angela Edwards Chris Pugh 
Bill Mogg           Christine Hamblin 
 

Thank you to our sponsors for your support in 2016/17 

If you would like to sponsor The Villager please send a cheque payable to 
Minsterworth Parish Council  to the editor Paula Ruffley at: 

The Firs, Church Lane, Minsterworth GL2 8JJ. 

ITÕS NOT TOO LATE! 


