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Dear Readers,

December already! How can that be true?

On reflection, the caption of the excellent picture of Hygrove House
on the front cover of the November Villager 'by a Drone' was not
very polite!

The picture was in fact taken by Andy Ruck of The SkyCam
Gloucester & Wye Valley. See also on Facebook under the same
name or at andyruck@theskycam.co.uk

So many thanks to Andy for the picture. We are looking forward to
mo re in the future! In fact see p5

Paula

Closing copy date for the January edition is Friday 15" December 2017
but earlier is even bette

All items for consideration to:-
Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager E-mail: thevillager@minsterworth.org
Tel: 01452 751226.
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December events at St Peter's Church, Minsterworth:
Family Service 11lamSunday 3rd December
Evensong 5pm Sunday 3rd December
Holy Communion 11am Sunday 10th December
Advent Carol Service4.30pmSunday 17th
A child-friendly service including the making of Christingles

followed by festive refreshments.

Donkey Walk 6pm Friday 22nd December.
From Red Roofs to the Church

Midnight Communion 11.30pm Sunday 24th December
Family Carol Service 11am Monday 25th December

Candlelit Carol Service 5pm Wednesday 27th December
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Work starts...

Facts about the Earth

The Earth’s rotation is gradually slowing
Earthis the only planet not named after a god
Earthis the densest planet in the solar system
It is the only planet with an atmosphere that contains 21% oxygen
It is the only planet that has liquid water on its surface

The first life on Earth developed in the oceans

Earth has one of the most circular orbits of all the planets
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Minsterworth Affordable Housing
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Footpath diversion at Affordable Housing
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Minsterworth holiday let
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mEwd e ePe g newd R Pa g
Making Christmas Wr eaths

Come along onFriday 8 ™ December at 7pm
Minsterworth Village Hall

Bring your own foliage etc

We will provide the wreath and refreshments
£8 each

Please book in advance

Tel. Cathy 01452 750701

Don®forget to light the donkeys  Qway as they
pass your house on the donkey walk

6pm Friday 22 " December
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for more information and photographs wisit
website: www.tonystfloridavilla.co.uk

For bookings and enquiries :
E-mail: tonyjeffery@BTinternet.com
Tel: 01452 750194 / 07721518108

A
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MARKET

Brussels sprouts, squash, g 10% off at
pumpkins and more 2 Over Farm Market
in season now . ._ with this ad

AT By 28 . : . b -
Offer code: Minsterworth Villager overfarm.co.uk
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V Hall working party
On Sat 28 ™ Nov

... just sitting + drinking tea +
eating cakes...

But seriously, we got LOADS done
b cleaned out under the stage,
took loads to the dump; counted
all the plates, cups etc; moved
chairs out to the new shed. All
ready for 2018.

Hygrove sponsors
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If a cow laughed, would milk come out of her
nose?

If it is true that we are here to help others,
then what exactly are the others here for?
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December facts & folklore

In the Northern ]H[e]nmilsphe]re the Winter Solstice marks the 1™ day of

the season of winter. It falls on or near 21st December.

The Pagan celebration of Winter Solstice ((al]ka Yluﬂle)) is one of the
oldest winter celebrations in the world. It is a celebration of the
shortest day and lho»]nlgest nilghlt of the year. This is when the North
Pole is at its furthest point from the sun ((lt]hue sun s at its
southernmost point in the s]k‘y)).

“A clear star-filled sky on Christmas Eve will 1b)]ril1nlg gtouoad[ crops in
the summer”

“A green December fills the g]raveyalr(d["
“The nearer the New Moon to Christmas Day the harder the Winter”
“Snow on Christmas means Easter will be green”

“A green Chiristmas; a white Easter”

When you are twenty

You care about what everyone thinks.

When you are forty

You stop caring about what everyone thinks.

When you are sixty

You realise no one was ever thinking about you in the first
place.

Winston Churchill
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The Remembrance Service held at Westbury Church on Sunday November 12
was very well attended, as was the wreath laying ceremony held afterwards
at Minsterworth Church. The collection raised a very good amount of just
over £300 and as always that amount is divided equally between the Royal
British Legion branches of Minsterworth and Westbury.

Thank you again for all your support for the Royal British Legion.
Terry Bourne
Chairman
Minsterworth Royal British Legion

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
MINSTERWORTH AND DISTRICT

Come and join the Royal British Legion in the Legion
room at Minsterworth Village Hall. We meet at 8pm on
the second Wednesday every month except August
and December.

You do not have to have served in H.M. Forces to
become a member. Your support would be gratefully
received and appreciated.

Terry Bourne, Chairman
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Christmas Safety
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¥ Ensure you have a working smoke alarm installed on all levels of your home. Test your smoke
alarms weekly and never remove batteries to power present

¥ Never leave cooking unattended and avoid cooking whilst drunk. The majority of fires start in
the kitchen so this is a high risk area. Always turn off kitchen appliances when you have finished
cooking.

¥ Never leave candles unattended. Keep decorations, cards and wrapping paper away from
candles, fires, lights and heaters.

¥ Ensure you switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed, or leave the house.
Check your Christmas tree lights conform to the British Standard (BS EN 60598).

¥ Always use an RCD (residual current device) on outdoor electrical equipment (This safety
device can save lives by instantly switching off the power if there is a fault and can be found in
many DIY stores).

¥ Don'toverload sockets - ensure only one plug per socket. Always turn off plugs when they are
not in use, except those that are designed to be left on, like freezers.
Make sure cigarettes are extinguished properly and never smoke in bed. Put it out, right out.
Check on older relatives and neighbours this Christmas to ensure their safety at this time of year
Ask the experts - Many fire and rescue services in England offer free home fire risk checks to
identify potential fire risks and advise what to do to reduce or prevent them. This may even
include the free installation of a smoke alarm - the ideal gift for keeping your family safe.

¥ And finally, in the event of fire: get out, stay out and call 999

It is worth visiting the Glos Fire website - www.glosfire.gov.uk — Home Safety Advice —
Christmas Safety and view video clip
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St PeterOs
P.C.C.

1

The Whist Drive
Thank you to all who helped and attended the November whist drive. We were pleased
to be able to welcome some extra people resulting in a total of 9 tables, which in turn
produced £93 for church funds. Special thanks too, to Betty, Beverley, Hazel, and
Mary, who during the course of the year give of their time to make the tea and coffee
and serve refreshments for this event.

The next monthly whist drive will be on Monday December 4. We do not have an
extra Christmas whist drive now, but we do try to make the monthly December drive
special with extra festive prizes. If you would like to support the evening by the giving
of a prize, then this would be most welcome. Please contact Liz on 750401 for further
details.

200 Club

The winners of the November draw were as follows:-
£50 No. 005 Nigel Garbutt

£20  No. 172 Frank Martyn

£10  No. 075 Brian Billingham

Don’t forget the December draw includes the extra prize of £100. There are still two
vacancies to fill. If you would like to join in (payment £1 per month) then please
contact Liz Savage on 750401.

Church Service times & Flower rota

Date Time Service Flowers

3 December 1lam Family Service No flowers

3 December Spm Evensong No flowers

10 December 1lam Holy Communion No flowers

17 December 4.30pm  Advent Carol Service No flowers

24 December 11.30am Midnight Holy Communion Pat Haisell-Neves
25 December 1lam Family Service Pat Haisell-Neves
27 December Spm Candlelight Carol Service ~ Pat Haisell-Neves
31 December 10am Benefice Service *

«* The Benefice Service is at Northwood Green.

Page 13



Multicultural Minsterworth
The festival of Diwali

Diwali, also known as the ‘festival of lights’, is a celebration of the legend
of the Hindu God Rama and his wife Sita returning to their kingdom in
northern India after being exiled and following the defeat of demon king,
Ravana. During the November festival, houses and shops are decorated
with lights (Divas), as a celebration of light over darkness and the Hindu
belief that good will always triumph over evil. The five-day festival is one
of the most significant in the Indian culture.

Minsterworth residents Sai and Durga Jonnada, and daughters Reethika and
Srinika, invited us to the Diwali celebration of the Telugu Association of
Gloucestershire. Telugu is the language spoken by the

residents of the Indian State of Andhra Praedesh in South East India.

Having lit the candles at the start of the morning celebration, there was a
series of beautifully colourful dances and musicals, followed by a superb
lunch of tasty Indian dishes, local food from their home state, served fresh
and hot — both in flavour and temperature! Some of you may remember the
flavours from Hygrove, where the same type of food was being served.

It’s good to see new cultures coming in to our village, and to be part of it.

RB
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Thomas
IT
Consultancy
Limited

Supporting

"The Villager”’

01452 750136

www. thomas-itc.co.uk

John Francis
Plumbing Ltd

Heating - Bathrooms
— Renewables

Telephone 07803 632553

Longcroft, Churcham,
Gloucestershire GL2 8AW

City and Guilds - Worcester Bosch (SE) approved
installer - Logic approved for renewables —
OFTEC (SE) approved

I,

All Aspecrtrts

Property NMiaintenance

Interior and Exterior Painting & Decorating
Fitted Bathrooms & En-suites Bedrooms & Kitchens
Plumbing , Joinery & Carpentry Tiling & Flooring
Home Improvements & Interior Design Electrical Installation

Decking & Patios, etc, etc No job too small Fully Insured

For Quality Work at a Reasonable Price, call
Chris Baston oakle Street, Churcham
T: 01452 750536 M: 0780 3138917

or e-mail

chris@allaspectspm.co.uk
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King Ozymamfias of Assyria was running low on cash aﬁer years of
war with the Hittites. His last great possession was the Star of the
Euphrates, the most valuable diamond in the ancient world.

Desperate, he went to Croesus, the pawnbroker, to ask for a loan.
Croesus said 'T'll give you 100,000 dinars for it"

‘But 1 paid a million dinars for it," the King protested, ‘Don't you

know who 1 am? 1 am the King.'

Croesus replied, "When you wish to pawn a Star, makes no difference

who you are.'

My anonymous contributor

An Indian chief was feeling very sick, so he

summoned the medicine man. After a brief

examination, the medicine man took out a long, thin

strip of elk rawhide and gave it to the chief, telling

him to bite off, chew, and swallow one i nch of the
leather every day.

After a month, the medicine man returned to see how
the chief was feeling. The chief shrugged and said,
Orhe thong is ended, but the malady lingers on."

My anonymous contributor
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Westbury
Post Office
and Stores

Happy Christmas to all our
customers.

Sdra B g o Proa

Why not buy locally this
Christmas?

We offer a range of cards,
wrapping paper and gift
ideas including calendars,
local crafts and gift cards.

Monday to Friday 9am to 2pm
01452 760682

Quotations

When choosing between two
evils, | always like to try the
one 1Ove never tried before.
- Mae West

We are only like angels till our
passion dies.
- Thomas Dekker

There is no good and evil,

there is only power and those
too weak to seek it.
b J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter &

the Sorcerer®s Stone

Sometimes, the wicked will tell

us things just to co nfuse us bto
haunt our thoughts long after

we've faced them

- Sarah J Mass, Throne of Glass

MARTIN'S

PRIVATE HIRE

1 - 6 Passengers
Based in Highnam
Local journeys
Airport/station/port transfers
Licensed by Tewkesbury B.C.
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Minsterworth Village Hall

Registerved charity 255668

Available to hire

rBooﬁing clerk - Brian Bi(ﬁngﬁam 01452 750492

A Beautgfuf, traditional Hall with a stage,
We[[-equtjojaed’ kitchen and recreation groundf

Suitaﬁ[efor outdbor events and’ marquees.

Main Road, Minsterworth, Gloucester GL2 8JH

e-mail - village_hall@minsterworth.org
Website - www.minsterworth.org
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‘Minsterworth’ now on facebook facebook

1. Search for Minsterworth Village.

2. Click ‘Like’ to get the latest posts on your
newsfeed.

3. Add your own comments, events and share
with friends and neighbours.

Alternatively, you can find lots of local
information, including village events, contact
information and The Villager on our website:

www.minsterworth.org

The Perfect Snowman

| made myself a snowball
As perfect as can be
I thought| @ keep it as a pet

And let it sleep with me
I made it some pyjamas
And a pillow for its head
Then last night it ran away
But first it wet the bad!
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Notes from Minsterworth Parish Council Meeting
13" November 2017

All present, save apologies fromiBlowey Chared by Cllr. C Elias
1. County dir. P Awfordreporid thatthe Environment Agency (EA) was working on a

schemeo raise flood defences at Ady Island There was ecognition that climate
changecould causeidal surges of up to 10m in lonthe term. Travelling showpeople
are avulnerablegroup.

2. ClIr D Daviesreported that theTBC is under pressure from the government to build
more houses. He is pleased that construction of Minsterwor#ifdsdable Housing has
begunand recognises thahere are several otheapplicatons in Minsterworth.

3. Public Comnent
Some younger staff members from the cdm@meare driving far too fast. Thetair or
vice dhair will raise this with the home® managemenRevision Ocannot support this
applicationO.

4. Planning:
17/01123/FTHRPart Parcel5721 Main Road Minsterworttemporary diversion of
footpathduring building workson Affordable Housing No oljection
17/01079/1FUL Orchard End Church Lane Minsterworth Demolish existing
cmservatory, replace with single storey extensphns others.No objection.
17/00849/FULHolborn House Main Road, Minsterworth. Detehed garage with store
room aboveSeems overpowering teeighbouringbungalow as 2 storiesewy close Map
inaccurate so needs amending.
17/00975/FULThe Coach HouseThe Street MinsterworthRetrospectivapplication for
the installation of satellite disk& others. TBC Decisionpermit.
17/00889/0UTLand at Appithorre Main Road Minsteworth. Outline application for
the erection of up to 5 dwellings and new vehicular acc8$C decision permit.

Cllr. Thomasasked for a note to be made the minutes that the decisiorat the
OctoberParish Council meetindCT was not present)ot to support17/00855/FUL Part
Parcel 1228vasa mistake as the number of houses had not increased. Cllrs should
make sure they had read all available informatitefore a Rrish Council meetingShe
requested that aecordbe maden the November minutes to thigffectas it was unfair
on the applicationif it was notjudged on its merits.

5. Mains sewerSevern Trentbwould only install a sewer on Main RoadCost to home
ownerdepers on distance from road, so individua&equest needs to come from
Council. Needs further discussion.

6. Future growth of Minsterworth. Several planning applications submitted. The Parish
Council haslittle control onhow many houses are built @. The village survey
indicated a need fosmaller / more accessible housddore discussion needag. the

Continued omp21
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Continued fronp20

expense o# local developmenplan and how long it would take Several memlrs of the
public raised the need for a plam public comment.

7. The accounts were signedl.discusin followed on whether a defibrillatoshould be
acquired for thevillage, in particular at the Village Hall for eventsOther local villages
are installing them.A memorial tolate ChairmanRichard Fewwaswantedba tree &
plaque prepared to pay £250

8. Want to retain some of school related safety thindsspite the closure of the school.

9. There has been som@&ndalism burglaries andattempted theftén the village.

10.ClIr. Awford thanked Clirs for the comments they &ve sent onlboding.

The next meeting of Minsterworth Parish Council isn Mondaylih Decenber.
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Chapel of Rest
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Thank you for adding 25% to your donation to the

MJ Lawless
Paula Ruffley
Liz Duff

Brian Tandy
John Garbutt
Tony Pearson

VILLAGE HALL thro® Gift Aid

Alison Raeburn
Louise Treutline
Brian Billingham
Gordon Taylor
Rita Garbutt
Simon Ruffley

Roger Blowey
Mike Preston
Liz Savage
Norma Blowey
Nigel Garbutt

If you would like to Gift Aid your donation please complete the back
page, tear it off and send it with a cheque payable to
MINSTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL to Paula Ruffley at:
The Firs, Church Lane, Minsterworth GL2 8]J.

Day

Mon 4
Tues 5

Weds 6

Severn Bore December 2017

Time Tide (m)
08.04 9.7
08.48 9.8
09.32 9.7

Prospect
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Thank you to our sponsors fo  r your support in 2017/18

Mike Preston William East

Simon & Paula Ruffley Alison & David Raeburn
Mrs M Price Nicky Milligan

P Trigg Roger & Norma Blowey
Nigel & Rita Garbutt Benn & Sophie Boseley
Brian Billingham Karen, Chris & Bryson Elias
Mr & Mrs F Greening Mrs AE Lane

Rora & Ashley Martin Mrs GA Payne

Carol & Allan Selwyn
Terry & Iris Bourne
Terry Moore -Scott
Liz Duff

Claire McNulty
Gordon & Joy Taylor
Carol Blackburn

Pat Haizell -Neves

If you would like to sponsor The Villager please send a cheque payable
to Minsterworth Parish Council to the editor Paula Ruffley at:
The Firs, Church Lane, Minsterworth GL2 8]J.

FOR YOUR DIARY

December 2017

Date Event

6 Minsterworth Reading Group
4 St Peter’s PCC Whist Drive
11 Minsterworth Parish Council Meeting

Recycling Collection dates
Mobile Library dates

Page

14
20

\S}
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Charity Gift Aid Declaration

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
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