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Closing copy date for the August edition is 
  Thursday 15th July 2010 
 

All items for consideration to:- 
Paula Ruffley, 
Editor, The Villager, 
The Firs, Church Lane, 
Minsterworth, GL2 8JJ 
Tel: 01452 751226.  
E-mail: thevillager@minsterworth.org 
 
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the 
content of advertisements. 
 
 
 
Cover photo:  Poppies  by Simon Ruffley 
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* BLUE Bin  RECYCLABLE 

* GREEN Bin  NON-  
   RECYCLABLE 

* BROWN Bin  GARDEN 
 

¨ Please ensure that your bins and caddy 
are out at the kerbside by 7am. 

¨ Green bin lid MUST BE CLOSED! 
¨ For more information about what you can recycle and where please 

go to www.tewkesbury.gov.uk/recycling 

Kerbside 
Recycling 

BLUE Bin  GREEN & BROWN 
Bins  

Minsterworth Tuesday 6 July Tuesday 13 July 

Churcham Thursday 8 July Thursday 15 July 

Minsterworth Tuesday 20 July Tuesday 27 July 

Churcham Thursday 22 July Thursday 29 July 

Mobile Library Van  

Tuesday 20 July: 
11.25-11.40am—Tibberton, Orchard Rise 
3.25-3.40pm—Churcham, Lake Close 
3.45-4.00pm—Churcham School 
 

Wednesday 21 July: 
10.05-10.25am—Minsterworth, The Firs, Main Road 
10.30-11.00am—Minsterworth School 

 
 

For more information visit the Library Service webs ite: 
www.libraries.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
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 TEA & JAZZ AT MINSTERWORTH COURT 
 

Toni & Michael would like to thank all those who made 
this event so successful and enabled us to raise just 
over £600 which will be divided between the Church 
& the Village Hall. 
 

Our thanks to the musicians ,chair lenders, gazebo 
erectors, tea makers, cake and scone bakers, bric a 
brac and book donators, raffle sellers and especially all 
who came to enjoy the garden in the sunshine! 

ST PETERS CHURCH MINSTERWORTH 
 invite you to a 

 

Riverbank  
Songs of Praise 

 

join the 
SALVATION ARMY BAND 

to sing some of your favourite hymns 
on 

SUNDAY 18TH JULY 
At 3pm 

 

Followed by tea and cake 
Please bring your picnic chairs  
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The book discussed this month was The Cellist of Sarajevo written by 
Stephen Galloway. It is a brief snapshot from different characters’ 
perspectives of what it was like to try and survive in this city whilst 
war raged around them. 
 

The book is quite informative and explained in detail the hardship of 
getting simple things like water and bread, when living in these 
circumstances. The author’s style is subtle and understated, and we all 
praised this. We all found this book interesting. 
 

The book to be reviewed on 7th July at 7.30 in the Village Hall is 
Round Ireland with a Fridge written by Tony Hawkes. 
 
 
 

Details of previously chosen books and future choices can be found on 
www.minsterworth.org. 
 
          Sara Dunn  
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Build a Business that Grows with your Family! 
Want to work your own hours around your family or career? 

Our organic healthcare business is booming. 
Are you honest, ethical and self motivated? 

Are you interested in an additional part time income 
alongside your existing job/family? 

Ongoing training and support for the right person. 
 

Why work to build someone else’s dream? 
Why not work to build your own! 

 

Interested? Call Dawn on 01452 731844 or 07940594005 

��������	���
��
��������
���
 

If you would like to receive Neighbourhood Watch messages by 
email, please forward your email address to: nhw@minsterworth.org 
 

Pete Thomas, NHW Co-ordinator 
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West Gloucestershire 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society 

 

8th July   2pm Minsterworth Village Hall 
Patrick Conner 
Imperial Gardens of China 
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Minsterworth 200 club 
The end of May 2010 sees yet another successful year for the Minsterworth 
200 Club and again this year we have been able to hand over to St. Peter’s 
Church funds One Thousand, Two Hundred pounds. Until the end of May we 
had full membership but with movement of people we had several vacancies, 
most of which  we have been able to reallocate. However, if you are interested 
in joining please ring LIZ on 750401. 
 

We are most grateful to our collectors Doreen Clifton, Mary Cooper, Jo Lee, 
Wendy Jenner, Ann Mogg, Bev Robinson, Liz Savage and Barbara Arkell. 
 

For those who are unaware of the 200 Club here are the details: 
There is a payment of £1 per member per month and on the first Monday of 
each month the draw is made at the Church Whist Drive (see p10) at around 
9.30pm. For eleven months the prizes are £50, £20 and £10 and in December 
£100, £50 and £10. Winners’ names are  published in  the monthly magazine 
and in the ‘Villager’. 
 

IT IS A GREAT HELP if you can cover twelve months in one payment or at 
least several months at a time to save our volunteers calling each month. 
MANY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FROM ALL OF US Barbara, Doreen, 
Elizabeth and Wendy. 
 

The Whist Drives area an enjoyable evening’s entertainment, usually with 
10—12 tables of players. Refreshments are served at half time plus the usual 
raffle. If you are a new or lapsed player please feel free to come. We will 
always be happy to see you and help you. 
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Many thanks to all those who supported the whist drive in June.  We were 
able to make up nearly 10 tables – a pleasing number as we now enter 
into the holiday period.  The profit for the evening amounted to £65. 
 

The next whist drive will be on Monday 5th July, at Minsterworth Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  
 

����	��� �
The result of the June draw was as follows:-  

  088 Dot Stephens       £50 
  078 Gordon Trigg    £20 
  123 Roger Parham     £10 
 

���������������� �
4th  5th Sunday after Trinity Miss D. Clifton  
11th  6th Sunday after Trinity Mrs B. Arkell  
18th  7th Sunday after Trinity Mrs B. Arkell  
25th  8th Sunday after Trinity Mrs W. Jenner  
 
 
 

 

CLICSargent JUMBLE SALE  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped in so many ways again this 
year, we made £791.19 for this great charity, also to all the people 
who gave raffle prizes and donations.  It would not be possible to 
raise this amount of money with out all of you.   
 

Many Thanks Mary  
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 If you are interested in advertising in The Villager contact Mark 
Atkin on 01452 750089 or e-mail thevillager@minsterworth.org 

 

 If you would like to become a subscriber and receive your very own 
copy of The Villager each month,  contact Tony Pearson on 01452 750174 

 

 If you would like to hire the Village Hall call Mary on 01452 750434 
or e-mail village_hall@minsterworth.org 
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Churcham Mothers’ Union 
 

We shall meet on Tuesday, 27th July at 2.00pm.  Venue is to be 
arranged.  For further details please contact Mary Pitt 750 343. 
 

I have just heard that the cost of “Families First” will remain at 
£9.00 for 2011.  However we are asked to send our money in by 
the beginning of September.  Please try to let Judith have this at 
the July meeting.           
          Mary Pitt 
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 The venue for our June meeting was the lovely garden at Berrys Place 
Farm, Churcham. It is a country garden, about an acre in all and is the 
home of Mrs Anne Thomas, who warmly welcomed us along with 
Marley the Labrador! 
 

It was a very warm evening and after admiring the many features of the 
garden - extensive lawns and flower beds, the formal kitchen garden 
and pretty rose arbour - we found our way to the summerhouse and 
lake. The latter is filled with all different varieties of water lilies and 
carp. There was seating to stay awhile and admire the lake and the 
surroundings. A few of us kept Marley occupied throwing a ball for him 
- we tired before he did! 
 

After our tour of the garden we all sat on the patio chatting and enjoying 
coffee and Anne's very good cakes. 
 

Our Chairman, Frank thanked Mrs Thomas for giving us a lovely 
evening. He announced that the recent Coffee Morning had raised £260 
for the Gloucestershire Air Ambulance Service and thanked all the 
members for their help and support at the event. 
 

Two members had brought their family along and we welcomed 
Caroline and Vicki from China - Sue's daughter and granddaughter - 
who were visiting Churcham for a family wedding. We also welcomed 
Jessica's daughter and grandchildren on holiday from Dorset. 
 

For some members this was their first visit to Berrys Place- it certainly 
won't be the last! 
 

The July meeting will be held on Wednesday, 7 July at 7pm when we 
visit DELVES COTTAGE, WIGPOOL, MITCHELDEAN. 
 

Members and friends are looking forward to our visit to Bristol Botanic 
Garden on 14th July. 
          Mary Tetlow 
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OVER FARM MARKET 
BBC Good Food Award Winners 2004 

Free range eggs 

The place for your fresh produce 
Tel:01452 521014   

��������	��
�
�		���

 

At just £5.95 each, these books are the perfect gift.  
Available from Terry Moore-Scott on 750160.  

Please make cheques payable to  'Minsterworth Village Hall'. 
Registered Charity No: 255668 
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Coming to Brockworth Tithe Barn Arts and Craft Centre 
in January 2010 

 

Cat’s Eye Carving 
Stone Carving & Letter Cutting 

 

Figurative and Abstract stone sculptures. 
 

House Names and Numbers, carved to your specification, 
using locally sourced stone. 

 

Decorative garden ornaments, Bird baths and waterfalls. 
 

 Gifts for friends and family, prices start from £10; 
Tea light holders, painted and plain bowls, soap dishes, painted flower 

panels and other simple designs. 
 

Brockworth Tithe Barn Arts and Crafts Centre. 
 

 www.catseyecarving.co.uk  Tel:07795 495170 

Harts Barn Craft Centre and 
Old Dairy Tearoom 

Monmouth Rd, Longhope. 
 

Hand-crafted metal work — produced on site. 
 

Bespoke interior soft furnishing. 
 

Wedding, Portrait and Event Photography. 
 

Florist and Gift Shop. Charity run craft shop 
 

Elegant jewellery and Dress Bags. 
 

Health and Beauty Therapy. 
 

Siku and Britains wooden toys. 
 

Plants and garden ornaments.  
 

Delicious food and drinks hand prepared in The Old Dairy Tearoom. 
 

www.hartsbarncraftcentre.co.uk 



 20 

 ������
�����������
�����������
�����������
������ ���
������
�
�������
��������
�
�������
��������
�
�������
��������
�
�������
��� ���

 

 ����������	�
����������

��
�

 As part of the fund raising campaign for the improvement 
project we are selling ‘bricks’. Each £1 that you donate will 
buy one token ‘brick’ and your name will be recorded on a 
chart which will be on display in the hall and afterwards kept 
as a permanent record in the hall’s archives. The chart will be 
in the form of a grid of ‘bricks’, each brick containing one 
name. The aim is to sell 3000 bricks.  
You can buy a ‘brick’ at any time from a committee member.  
‘Bricks’ will also be on sale at selected functions in the hall.  
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VILLAGE AGENT NEWS 
 

EXCITING NEWS!  
LUNCH AT THE HALL - a new monthly social group 

FIRST LUNCH: 29th July 2010 
WHERE: Taynton and Tibberton Village Hall 

WHEN: 11.30 AM – 2.30 PM on the last Thursday of each month 
COST:  £5 for a 3 course lunch & refreshments 

 

To find out more please call Hilary Lyon, Village Agent on the number 
below or Moira Norwood, Chair – 01452 790647  
 

NEW NAME - Age Concern Gloucestershire changed its name to Age UK 
Gloucestershire on 1st June 2010, having entered into a formal partnership 
with Age UK.  You may have seen the press coverage recently about the 
launch of Age UK, which is the name chosen for the new organisation 
created by the merger in 2009 of the national Age Concerns (England, 
Wales, Scotland and N Ireland) and Help the Aged. Although they have a 
new name and logo, they will continue to deliver the same quality services 
to the people of Gloucestershire.  Importantly, they will remain an 
independent, local organisation and, as now, all funds raised by them in 
Gloucestershire will be spent in the county. 
 

The costs of rebranding are largely being met by Age UK and the intention 
is to change only essentials for 1st June and to rebrand leaflets as and when 
stocks run out.  So the old name may appear for some while to come. 
 

My next drop in session will be Thursday 1st July 10 – 12 noon at Tibberton 
Church Room.  Tania Shuttleworth, Police Community Support Officer will 
call in at 11 am duties permitting.  Come and join us for a chat, pick up 
information leaflets and enjoy a cup of tea.  For news and events visit my 
village agent section at www.tibberton-Gloucestershire.org.uk  
Hilary Lyon, Village Agent for Tibberton, Taynton, Churcham, Huntley, 
Rudford and Highleadon.  Tel. 07810 630254 or email 
Hilary@villageagent.grcc.org.uk   
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Interior  and  Exterior Painting & Decorating 
Fitted Bathrooms & En-suites               Bedrooms & Kitchens 

Plumbing , Joinery & Carpentry             Tiling & Flooring 
Home Improvements  & Interior  Design                Electrical Installation 

Decking & Patios, etc, etc          No job too small       Fully Insured 
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The June meeting of the Parish Council took place on Monday 14th chaired by 
Richard Few with six members present with County Cllr Phil Awford and Boro 
Cllr Derek Davies. Apologies received from Cllr Cathy Thomas. There were 
seven members of the public present and apologies from Mr & Mrs Cottam and 
Mr Selwyn were received. 
 

After the minutes of the last meeting had been taken and signed a presentation by 
Martin Hutchings of the GRCC followed giving information about Affordable 
Housing/Housing needs survey, the parish council pursuing the request of the 
Annual Parish Assembly. Even though it is slightly less than five years since the 
last survey (which showed not a single request) it was felt that it might be 
worthwhile undertaking another as circumstances will have changed. It will be 
necessary to distribute forms to all residents with an issue of The Villager but it 
was stressed that it is vital that these are all returned in order to give a complete 
and accurate picture.  
 

The Boro Cllr gave his report, before Mr Hutchings left, as it had a certain 
relevance to the subject in view of numerous changes that had taken place 
recently, including the abolition of the Regional Strategic Authority. As a result 
TBC will be responsible for providing 356 dwellings per year, of which some will 
need to be affordable housing. 
 

Planning matters included discussion of amended plans for extension and 
alterations to Foxgrove House, which in fact were a renewed application for 
alterations already refused on appeal but which they had started. The council 
unanimously agreed that they were strongly opposed for the reasons previously 
stated and reiterated their objections. 
 

There was also a revision, chiefly with regard to the position of the garage, of the 
proposed new house in Bury Lane. This appeared to be a legal rather than a 
planning matter.   
 

An appeal against the rejection of an appeal on the site in Starcroft Lane was 
objected to on the same grounds as before. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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There was a discussion about the best course to take over the methods of 
viewing TBC plans in future now that they were to be available on line only. It 
was decided that a sum of £250 should be sanctioned for the clerk and Cllr 
Simon Ruffley to investigate the purchase of a laptop/printer. 
 

Cllr Ruffley, as the Village Hall representative requested the council's 
permission to erect signs on the A48 advertising the Village Hall. It was pointed 
out that the County Council would remove them as a distraction to drivers. 
 

It was reported that the potholes in Bury had been satisfactorily dealt with; but 
many more remain in the lower road. 
 

The chairman reported that the environment health officers had visited The 
Hawthorns and that the smell in School Lane had been remedied. 
 

The Clerk reported that she had attended the training course to review Standing 
Orders and would report next month. 
 

A letter had been received from Dr Anthony Lynch on the subject of motor-boats 
on the Severn Bore. This also would be dealt with next month, as it had not been 
received in time to appear on the agenda. Anybody who has experience of 
problems should inform the council before the next meeting. 
 

In concluding the meeting the chairman expressed the council's congratulations 
to Minsterworth Football Club on being promoted  to the First Division. 
 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th July at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall.             
            RLD 

(Continued from page 26) 



 28 

 ***This is a Neighbourhood Watch Message to the 
whole Forest  
There have been a number of incidents across the country and 
two in the Newent area of the forest of bogus callers 
purporting to be Police officers. 
 

In the first incident a male knocked on the door stating he was 
a police officer investigating a burglary in the area but was 
deterred when the victim’s dog started barking. 
 

In the second case a male called on an elderly resident saying 
he was a police officer, there had been a burglary in the area 
and asked the lady where she kept her money.  
 

Two other men turned up and only after they had all gone did 
the victim realise money had been stolen. In both cases some 
form of ID was shown, one looked like a metal badge. 
 

Please contact all elderly residents and warn them. 
 

Police officers will never ask where money or valuables are 
kept. Should someone come to the door purporting to be an 
out of uniform Police officer please ask for ID, CLOSE THE 
DOOR and ring 0845 090 1234 and check, quoting 
Neighbourhood Watch incident 148 of the 4th June. ***  
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Illustrated talk by Chris Witts – My Life on the Severn 
Friday 13th August 

Westbury-on-Severn Village Hall 
7.30pm 

Tickets £5.00 
Come and listen to a very interesting and informative talk by the 
former Mayor of Gloucester. In his early working years he worked 
on the oil tankers that plied up and down the Severn Estuary. His 
talk includes details of the horrific collision with the old railway 
bridge and he is one of the few people now qualified to navigate 
barges on the Severn between Tewkesbury and Gloucester.  
 

All proceeds in aid of the Westbury Bell and Tower restoration fund. 
Future events for your diaries: 
  Saturday 2nd October – Quiz night 
  Saturday 27th November – Flower arranging and cake  
 decorating demonstration with a Christmas theme. 
 

For further information and to book tickets please telephone Mary 
Fear on 01452 760515 or Sue Sterry on 01452 760538. 
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 FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

July 2010 
 

            Page 
1st Village Agent drop-in session 23 
1st-4th Open Garden Berrys Place Farm 4 
2nd Newent School Art & Design Show 4 
5th St Peter’s PCC Whist Drive 10 
7th Minsterworth Reading Group 6 
7th Churcham Garden Club 12 
8th NADFAS  8 
12th Minsterworth Parish Council Meeting 26 
13th Minsterworth WI 13 
14th Bristol Botanic Garden visit 12 
14th Minsterworth Royal British Legion 6 
18th Riverbank Songs of Praise 5 
21st Minsterworth Churchyard working party 8 
27th CMU meeting 22 
29th Village Agent lunch 23 
 
 

August 2010 
 

7th Churcham Garden Club Annual Show 29 
13th My Life on the Severn 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recycling Collection dates 3 
Mobile Library dates 3 
 


